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a*, i. (Origin A ra c to d fc r USi „ g . Mm p„ tertoimpleramtanailctjonofasetof 

tat objec* and one or more cornplememary ^ obJecU . „ ^ 0M ^ 
compnsing: 

a) initiating an auction by identifying available objects to bidders, 

b) inputting, into the computer, bids for first objects from bidders, 

continue'! " ^ " *" *" ° f "* b) ' * e ™ *»M 

d) repeating steps b) and c) until the auction is terminated, 

•) assigning the first objects to bidders based on the bids in force at the time the auction 
was terminated, and 

0 -signing a compter^ second objeet „ . succeMfiJ 
on the bids for the first objects. 

Claim 2. (Origina!) The method 0 f cto i ra , where s»p 0 occurs contemporaneous with 

steps a.) ^-e). . 

CI ^MOn g inal)Tl^^ 
based on the prices of first objects as reflected in the successful bids. 

commune 4 ' (0ri8il,fll) ^ m6th0d ° f C,3im 1 WhereiD ** ° bjCCtS - ^ 
communion spectrum and second objects are related clearing rights for television 

transmission in the same or adjacent spectrum. 
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Claim 5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein step c) terminates an auction in the 
event no new bids were submitted and wherein step c) also transmits new bidding information to 
bidders in the event the auction is not terminated. 



Claim 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein step f) is limited to selected 



bidders. 



Claun 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein, preparatory to the auction initiated 
at step a), a related auction is conducted, the related auction selecting a relation between a price 
of a first object and a price of a elementary second object, the related auction comprising the 
steps of: 

al) providing information to bidders of the initiation of the related auction, 
a2) receiving bids from bidders concerning the relation; and 

a3) selecting a relation between the price of a second object and the price of a first object 
based on the bids of step a2). ' 

Claim 8. (Original) The method of claim 7 further including selecting as participating 
bidders those bidders who either bid at least the selected relation or who accede to the selected 
relation. 



Claim 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein only steps a ) ^) ^ 
performed by or with the aid of the computer. 

Claim 10. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein steps a) -f) are performed by or 
with the aid of the computer. 
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Oaim 11. (Origins.) A method for using a computer to implement an auction of a set of 
■.censes for communication spectrum and one o, more complememary second objects each 
second object comprising clearing rights related to a Ucense. two or more bidders participating in 
the auction, the method comprising: 

a) initiating an auction by identifying available communication licenses to bidders, 

b) inputting, into the computer, bids for the communication licenses from bidders, 

O determining at the computer whether to continue the auction, based on whether at least 
one new bid of step b) exceeded a minimum acceptable bid, and in the event the auction is 
contmued, sending information to bidders respecting a minimum acceptable bid, 

d) repeating steps b) and c) until the auction is terminated, 

e) assigning the communication licenses to successful bidders based on the bids in force 

at the time the auction is terminated, and 

f) assigning to a successful bidder a related clearing right at a price related to the bid in 
force at the time the auction is terminated. 

Claim 12. (Original) The method of claim 11 which includes assigning each clearing 
tight to the successful bidder for the related communication license. 

Claim , 3. (Original) The memod of claim 1 1 wherein on* aeps a) ^ a, e perfo^ by 
or with the aid of the computer. 

Claim 14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein steps a )-r) are performed by or 
with the aid of the computer. 
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Claim 15. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein, preparatory to the auction 
nutiated at step a), a related auction is conducted, the related auction selecting a relation between 
a pnce ofa clearing right and a price ofa related communication license, the related auction 
comprising the steps of: 

al) providing information to bidders of the initiation of the related auction, 
a2) inputting to the computer bid information for the relation; 

a3) determining at the computer, based on the bid information of step a2) to terminate the 
auction unless at least one new acceptable bid was submitted wherein an acceptable bid is 
con S1 dered larger than a preexisting bid. in the event the auction is not terminated sending 
information respecting the highest bids for the relation to participating bidders as indicating bids 
which are not acceptable, and 

a4) in the event the related auction is terminated, selecting the relation as the highest bid 
for the proportion of price of a clearing right and related communication license. 



Claim 16. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein only steps al)~a3) and a) -e) 
performed by or with the aid of the computer. 



are 



Claim 1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein steps al)-a4) and a)-f) 
performed by or with the aid of the computer. 



are 



Claim 18. CCunr^Uy .melted). A method for ustag . compute, ,„ fa,^, m auctiojl 

ef a set of first objects aid a set of second objects, at least one first object kavingH, 

"a**""*** ^.edwitn^tl^onr, second object, a, leas, on. second object ta*m~ 

vna^^^ r mtm first object, two or more bidders participating to , he 
auction, the method comprising: 
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a) initiating an auction by identifying a**tefek> jhesets^ objects andthe^nf 
s£condobject§ to bidders, : 

b) inputting, into the computer, bids for first objects fiom bidders, 

c) inputting, into the computer, bid, for second objects from bidders, where an acceptable 
bid for a second object is constrained by a bid for a^pW*^ at least Qne ^^ first 
object, ' 

d) detent, a, the computer, based on the bids of SI ep S b) and o), whether .he auction 
should continue, 

e) repeating steps b), c) and d) until the auction is terminated, and 

f) assigning the objects to bidders based on the bids «^«Hhe^^ 
tefffl4fieted for first object and seertn ^ 

Claim 19. (Original) The method of claim 18 wherein first objects are cornnWation 
licenses and second objects are clearing rights related to a communication license. 

Claim20. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein an auction is terminated at stepd) 
when no new acceptable bids are received. 

Claim 21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wherein an acceptable bid [of] 
^^object is a bid thilii^u, greatferj in price th^e^ aiAJBam 
ISuItiElegfa bid for an assnri^ ^ ^ ™* 

Claims 22-26 (Cancelled) 
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Ota 27. (Original) A me*od for ^ a Mmputcr „ feoi]ittte _ ^ rf 
»ght S> the clearing righ* cording to ncenses ^ ^unications ^ _ 

bidders participating in the auction, the method comprising: 

aJreceivingapIuraU^ofclearing agents, each of the agreements deeming 
!peZ! ^ " ^ * ~ " ^ * —ions 

each of! "^J* » «* ■ » of separate clearing rights, 

each of the clearing rights aligning, in location 0 „ ft, eiectromagn.no spectnun and in 
geographic location, ».* the scope of a different one of the commnnications licenses 

c) storing the results of step b) so that clearing rights and the associated clearing 

agreements can be correlated. 

^..(Original) IT-^eu^ of cldm 27 wherein fl,e manipnlaung step includes 
a geographic scope smaller than a communication license. 

pa^ol^cT ^ includes 
agreement has a geographvo scope exceeding that of a communication license. 

aggregahng several a g _ into a single clearing right in the even, a clearing agreement has 
a geographic scope smaller than a communicanon license and partitioning a cj^^ 

exceeding that ofa communication license. 



Claim 31. (Original) l* e method of claim 2? wMch 



comprises: 
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d) assigning to a successful bidder a clearing right aligned with the communication 

license. 



Claim 32. (Original) The method of claim 3 1 which further includes the steps 
preparatory to step d) of: 



cl) conducting an auction of at least some of the communication licenses. 



Claim 33. (New) A method for using a computer to facilitate an auction of clearing 
rights, the clearing rights corresponding to licenses for communication, spectrum, two or more 
bidders participating in the auction, the method comprising: 

a) receiving a plurality of clearing agreements, each of the agreements concerning 
televas.on broadcasting rights or other encumbrances to one or more licenses for communications 

spectrum, 

b) manipulating the clearing agreements to create aplurality of separate clearing rights 
each of the clearing rights aligning, in location on the electromagnetic spectrum and in 
geographic location, with the scope of a different one of the communications licenses 

c) storing the results of step b) so that clearing rights and the associated clearing 
agreements can be correlated. 

Claim 34. (New) The method of claim 33 wherein the manipulating step includes 
aggregating several agreements into a single clearing right in the event a clearing agreement has 
a geographic scope smaller than a communication license. 

Claim 35. (New) The method of claim 33 wherein the manipulating step includes 
parttuonmg a clearing agreement into more than a single clearing right in the event the clearing 
agreement has a geographic scope exceeding that of a communication license 
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Claim 36. (New) The method of claim 33 wherein the manipulating step includes 
aggrcgating several agreements into a single clearing right in the event a clearing agreement has 
a geographic scope smaller than a communication license and partitioning a clearing agreement 
mto more than a single clearing right in the event the clearing agreement has a geographic scope 
exceeding that of a communication license. 

Claim 37. (New) The method of claim 33 which fixrther comprises: 

d) assigning to a successful bidder a clearing right aligned with the communication 

license, 



step d) o?" 1 ^ ^ mMh0d ° f **■ " ^ inClUdeS **• <° 
cl) conducting „ auction of „ l<ast ^ of ^ cmamkt6m 

Claim 39. (New) The method of claim 1 8 whereto a, least one first object tar a 
complex second object and «. leas, one second object has a complementary firs, object 

Clata40.(New) Th.meftodofeWmSS^in^ancnonistermma^dataepd) 
when no new acceptable bids are received. 

is a bid 4 ! ; * method rf * ta 40 wKerci '' m Mceptob, « wd for • •*« 

«W that , a, leas, as „*, ,„ p^e as a specified mulupie of a bid for an associated firs, 

isb*, ,, C1 7 ,42 - (NeW) 11 ' eme,h0dofdain "«^^^EOf th eobjec Bto bidd.rs 
^e.yon^bidsforiirs.obje^and second objects in force a, the tir. the au^on was 
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Claim 43. (New) A computer system for implementing an auction of a set of first objects 
and a set of second objects, at least one first object associated with at least one second object at 
least one second object associated withatleast one first object two or more bidders participating 
m the auction, the system comprising: 

a) means for initiating an auction by identifying the set of first objects and the set of 
second objects to bidders, 

b) means for inputting bids for first objects from bidders and for inputting bids for second 

objects from bidders, 

c) means for constraining bids for a second object based on bids for at least one 
associated first object, 

d) means for determining, based on the inputted and constrained bids, whether the 

auction should continue, 

e) means for repeating the inputting, constraining and deterrnining until the auction is 

terminated, and 

objects 0 meanS ^ 0bjCCtS t0 b3Sed 0n ^ BidS f ° r ** ° bj€CtS «* second 

Claim 44. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein first objects are communication 
licenses and second objects are clearing rights related to a communication license. 

aaim45.(New) The system of claim 44 wherein an auction is terminated when no new 
acceptable bids are received. 
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Claim 46. (New) The system of claim 45 wherein an acceptable bid for a second object 
is a bid that is at least as great in price as a specified multiple of a bid for an associated first 
object. 

Claim 47. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein at least one first object has a 
complementary second object and at least one second object has a complementary first object. 

Claim 48. (New) The system of claim 47 wherein an auction is terminated when no new 
acceptable bids are received. 

Claim 49. (New) The system of claim 48 wherein an acceptable bid is a bid of greater 
price than a preexisting bid. 

Claim 50. (New) The system of claim 49 wherein the means for assigning assigns the 
objects to bidders b a sed solely on the bids for first objects and second objects in force at the time 
the auction was terminated. 
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